Teaching peace,
continued from page 7

What is also unique about Japan is
that in1947, after the Constitution was
rewritten, the Fundamental Law of
Education was passed with a special
directive that students be taught to become
“builders of the peaceful state and society.”
Educators in Japan cannot, by law, teach
nationalism or militarism. They must,
however, teach peace.

For Japanese youth the survivors of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki are important
lessons because they show the hideous
and long-term effects of war. Not only do
students take trips to Hiroshima to see the
eerie shadow images of people evaporated
by the atomic blasts, but they hear the
personal accounts of hibakushas still
suffering the effects of bombs dropped 62
years ago.

Children grow up with the story of
Sadako Sasaki, who was 12 when she
developed leukemia, ten years after the frst
atomic bomb was dropped a mile from her
home. While in the hospital Sadako started
folding origami cranes in the hope that if
she made 1,000 of them, there would be
peace and she would get well. Every year
students from around Japan fold thousands
of paper cranes to send to Hiroshima as a
symbol of that same hope.

Although militarism and nationalism are
growing in Japan, a recent survey estimated
that 77 percent of the population opposed
elimination of Article 9. War is still a scary
thought for most Japanese.

So | think that Americans should take
a page out of Japan’s book. As children
we should be taught that it takes strength
to resolve disputes with words and
understanding; that it is cowardly and
counterproductive to do so by brute force.
The values we uphold should be based on
justice, not retribution.

Can you imagine a system in America
where children must, by law, be taught to
be a productive member of a “peaceful
society?”

Even though the students | met in
Nagoya might not have been representative
of Japanese youth as a whole, they still
are proof that peace education has an
impact. Like math and other subjects,
peace should be a fundamental part of
what American students are taught from a
young age. Peace education can change
the status quo so that maybe someday, like
Japanese students, American students will
be shocked and disgusted by the violence
of wars.

Charlotte Aldebron. is a senior at Blair
High School. Last summer she was invited
to Japan to participate in a seminar on
peace. because one of her peace speeches
has been published in Japan and her
writings are also included in middle school
textbooks in Japan.
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Just listed in Silver Spring: $675,000
Professionally renovated Cape Cod just 2 blocks
from downtown SS. Inviting front porch, refin HWF's,
Brand new kit with stained-glass accents, SS appli-
ances. Master suite w sitting room, open beamed
ceilings & natural stone bath. LR w FP, sep DR. Ab-
solutely meticulous. Huge back yard with detached
garage. Sunny yard for gardens. 3 BR, 2.5 Baths,
Gorgeous finished family room on LL. Workshop.

' REDUCED $20,000

Just listed in Silver Spring: $385,000
Elegant 3 BR, 2.5 BA condo in the Greens of Leisure
World. Largest unit (1615 sq ft) with numerous up-
grades, 2 storage rooms, and garage space included
in price. Gorgeous, enclosed sun den overlooks golf
course.

DRASTICALLY REDUCED!

Silver Spring: $479,900
Spacious and inviting 4BR, 2.5BA colonial located
in north Silver Spring has been meticulously cared
for and upgraded throughout. Community amenities
include pool and tennis membership. Warranty!
Near Metro!

SOLD!

Charming Woodmoor cottage-style colonial
boasts gleaming hardwood floors through-
out, main-floor addition w/bay window over-
looking professionally-landscaped lawn
complete with koi pond. Pure paradise!

Silver Spring: $419,000
Appealing raised rambler situated in a charming
neighborhood near public transportation & easy
access to 495. Beautiful hardwood floors, large
sunny rooms, large table space kitchen, deck
overlooking side yard. 3 BR, 2 BA, master BR
with its own bath.

UNDER CONTRACT!

Takoma Park: $397,500
Pretty expanded Cape Cod near Sligo Creek Park
and the Hospital. Gleaming HWF, Sep DR, finished
attic BR, LR with FP. A wonderful screened porch
overlooking private back yard. 3 BR, 2 FB. Huge
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